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Time4Socialchange

In my last editorial I touched on the benefits that cannabis can 

bring to our health care dollars. This was done with a report 

that I used as my Editorial Pick where it showed that the top 

healthiest cities in the USA have medical cannabis laws within 

their state. Meanwhile the unhealthiest ones have no medical 

cannabis program at all.

This month I've chosen an article called “A Sociological 

Analysis of Cannabis Legalization in Canada” which touches on the effects of cannabis prohibition here in 

Canada but could be used to reflect any society not just Canada's.

The writer of the article is a sociology graduate that quoted a researchers work when she says “Sociology is 

the scientific study of society and there are four central sociological perspectives: Structural Functionalism, 

Conflict Theory, Symbolic Interactionist/Interpretive Theory and Feminist/Anti-Racist/Intersectionality 

Theory (Clarke, 2012)” and within the article she reviews these points with us.

The author writes that “The three main institutions of social control that are dominant in current Canadian 

Prohibition of Cannabis are: the criminal justice system, the institution of medicine and the Canadian 

Government. These three institutions all contribute to the current oppressive drug laws that negatively 

impact our country.”  So how can we end this social control? If the courts of our lands enforce cannabis 

prohibition, they can also bring an end to this control.  Or will it take the people to do so? Both are actually 

doing this across North America as neither federal government is moving to do this on its own.

Here in Canada our court system has allowed the cannabis movement to move forward, at least the 

medical form of it. This has been shown time and time again as cannabis medical advocates have been 

going before the courts for fifteen years and they keep on winning. Today as I write this medicinal cannabis 

is once again before some very high courts, not stoned ones but ones that are in position of importance 

within our country. Medical advocates are there again to fight for our rights to grow our own medicine after 

the government attempted to remove it almost a year ago. In another case Owen Smith, a non-medical user 

who was caught making cookies for a compassion club in British Columbia, goes before the Supreme Court 

of Canada to fight for the right for patients to have access to non-smoking methods of using our cannabis 

medicine.  Meanwhile in the USA the people have spoken several times through voter ballots and initiatives 

to make their elected state representatives change these unjust laws.

In the USA there has been indications that their medical associations are slowly getting onboard with 

medical cannabis but here in Canada ours is being 

really slow to react to its benefits but that will change, 

it has to, as the proof is getting to strong to ignore.

With the anticipated changes that may come through 

the Canadian court system and the ones that we are 

seeing won by the people through voting it, seems 

that society is already starting to change and for the 

better. We don't need a society that locks up non 

offending cannabis consumers, medical or 

recreational.

It's time for a change itsTime4Socialchange. 

http://time4hemp.com/pace-radio/
http://pace-online.ca/
http://stonergirlsguide.com/?s=A+Sociological+Analysis+of+Cannabis+Legalization+in+Canada
http://stonergirlsguide.com/?s=A+Sociological+Analysis+of+Cannabis+Legalization+in+Canada
http://cannabisdigest.ca/first-ever-medical-marijuana-case-reach-supreme-court-canada/
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(705) 749-3070

416 George St. N.

Peterborough, Ontario

Drug Czar Michael Botticelli Supports DC's Ability To Legalize Marijuana

Matt Ferner   02/06/2015      http://www.huffingtonpost.com

U.S. drug czar Michael Botticelli, though banned from 

supporting marijuana legalization due to federal law, says 

that the nation's capital should be able to implement its own 

laws using its own funds, even if that does indeed mean 

legalizing marijuana.

Congress Threatens DC Mayor With Jail Time  

By JONAH BENNETT    02/25/2015   http://dailycaller.com

Washington, D.C., Mayor Muriel E. Bowser has received a 

strongly worded letter from two Republicans in the House: if 

she permits the ballot measure which would legalize 

marijuana at midnight on Wednesday to go through, she 

could face jail time.

Washington DC Law Legalizing Marijuana Goes Into Effect

BY CNN WIRE     FEBRUARY 26, 2015        http://ktla.com

In implementing the new pot laws Thursday, Bowser has 

rebuffed two influential House Republicans who'd warned 

her that she'd be breaking federal law — and risking 

retribution. “We would encourage the Congress to not be so 

concerned with overturning what 7-in-10 voters said should 

be the law in the District of Columbia,” Bowser said at a news 

conference Wednesday afternoon.

Jamaica decriminalizes marijuana possession

By DAVID MCFADDEN                                   Feb. 25, 2015

http://www.theglobeandmail.com

Marijuana has been pervasive but illegal in Jamaica for 

decades, consumed as a medicinal herb, puffed as a 

sacrament by Rastafarians and sung about in the island's 

famed reggae music. After many years of dialogue about the 

culturally entrenched drug, and emboldened by changes to 

drug laws in U.S. states, Jamaica's Parliament on Tuesday 

night gave final approval to an act decriminalizing small 

amounts of pot and establishing a licensing agency to 

regulate a lawful medical marijuana industry.

Two House Bills Would Completely Legalize Marijuana Across the U.S.

By Jackson Marciana    February 22 2015    

http://countercurrentnews.com

Yes, the United States federal government might just 

legalize marijuana. Two congressmen just filed two 

separate House Bills on Friday that together would legalize 

marijuana at the federal level. That means an effective end 

to the U.S. government's prohibition policy on the plant.

http://pace-online.ca/
http://pipedreamz.ca/
http://www.thc-foundation.org/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2015/02/06/michael-botticelli-marijuana_n_6633638.html?utm_hp_ref=tw
http://dailycaller.com/2015/02/25/congress-threatens-dc-mayor-with-jail-time/
http://ktla.com/2015/02/26/washington-dc-law-legalizing-marijuana-goes-into-effect/
http://www.theglobeandmail.com//news/world/jamaica-decriminalizes-marijuana-possession/article23194853/?cmpid=rss1&click=sf_globe
http://countercurrentnews.com/2015/02/two-house-bills-would-legalize-it/
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Auntie Dolores 

(@AuntieDolores)

2/22/15, 9:07 PM

"Napoleon's troops 

introduced #cannabis 

as a euphoric agent to 

Europe as they 

returned from Egypt." 

(Werner 64) #pot 

#cannabis #weed

Holland's New Marijuana Laws Are Changing Old Amsterdam

BY WINSTON ROSS 2/22/15    http://www.newsweek.com

The last time Derrick Bergman came to Amsterdam to buy 

cannabis, he did so behind a locked door with a long, thick 

curtain obscuring his activity from the canal-lined residential 

street outside, in the quiet Lastage neighborhood...

'Stop wasting time, money and young people's futures on
cannabis convictions' says Devon campaigner

By NDJ Duncan         February 19, 2015   

http://www.northdevonjournal.co.uk

Last year there were 552 convictions for possessing, 

cultivating and supplying the substance in Devon. Such 

convictions waste resources and leave people with 

damaging criminal records for using something far less 

harmful than alcohol or tobacco, according to Devon 

Cannabis Club chairman Daryl Sullivan.

31 States Are Considering Marijuana Law Reform, Is Yours
One of Them?
By Erik Altieri        February 19, 2015   http://blog.norml.org

At post time, there are 31 states that currently have pending 

marijuana law reform legislation. These measures deal with 

a wide array of topics including decriminalization, record 

expungement, medical access, and full legalization. 2015 is 

shaping up to be one of the most active legislative sessions 

on record for the marijuana legalization movement, but 

these bills won't pass themselves.

Some Hopeful Cracks in the Wall of Federal Prohibition
BY KEITH STROUP         FEBRUARY 9 2015   

http://news.marijuana.com 

The last few weeks have brought a number of policy 

announcements from the Obama administration — 

incremental changes, admittedly, but positive steps 

nonetheless — that appear to set the stage for a more 

realistic federal marijuana policy looking forward.

Bill to Legalize recreational Marijuana introduced in Illinois

By Marie Veksler      February 19, 2015     

https://www.whaxy.com

One lawmaker aims to legalize the recreational possession 

and cultivation for adults 21 years of age and older. Senator 

Michael Noland filed Senate Bill 0753 on February 3.This 

proposal would allow adults to possess up to 30 grams, 

which is just over 1 ounce, of cannabis for recreational 

purposes. This legislation would also allow for up to 5 

marijuana plants to be cultivated at home.

http://time4hemp.com/advertise-with-time-4-hemp/
http://www.kdkwholesale.ca/
http://www.newsweek.com/marijuana-and-old-amsterdam-308218?utm_source=twitterfeed&utm_medium=twitter
http://www.northdevonjournal.co.uk/Stop-wasting-time-money-young-people-s-futures/story-26051992-detail/story.html
http://blog.norml.org/2015/02/19/31-states-are-considering-marijuana-law-reform-is-yours-one-of-them/
http://news.marijuana.com/news/2015/02/some-hopeful-cracks-in-the-wall-of-federal-prohibition/
https://www.whaxy.com/news/recreational-marijuana-bill-illinois
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The Cannabis Times 

(@cannabis_times)

2/20/15, 7:54 PM

Did you know that 

#cannabis has been 

suggested as an 

effective #medicinal 

treatment for 

Nonpsychotic Org 

Brain Disease?

Former Federal Judge Regrets 55-Year Marijuana Sentence

By BYRON PITTS, JACKIE JESKO and LAUREN EFFRON    

Feb 18 2015   http://abcnews.go.com

Weldon Angelos was just 24 years old when he was 

sentenced to 55 years in federal prison for three marijuana 

sales thanks to mandatory minimum sentences created in 

the 1980’s. As a result, Angelos may not live long enough to 

experience freedom again. His case has haunted the 

federal judge that put him there.

Marijuana Legalization Progress in U.S. Shows Signs of Harming
Mexican Cartels

By Brian Doherty       Feb. 18 2015         http://reason.com

Homicides in Mexico have dropped from 22,852 in 2011 to 

15,649 as of 2014, which tracks relatively closely with the 

legalization of marijuana in Colorado and Washington, 

although the link between the two events is not conclusive.

Marijuana Legalization Proposal Advances in New Mexico

By Drug Policy Alliance          February 12 2015    

http://www.thedailychronic.net

SANTA FE, NM – Today, for the first time in history, a 

legislative committee voted in favor of taxing and regulating 

marijuana in New Mexico. SJR2 would allow for the 

possession and personal use of marijuana by persons 21 

years of age and older and for the regulation of the 

production, sale and taxation of marijuana in New Mexico.

Federal Study: THC-Positive Drivers NOT More Likely To Be
Involved In Motor Vehicle Crashes

by Paul Armentano          February 9, 2015   

http://blog.norml.org

Drivers who test positive for the presence of THC in blood 

are no more likely to be involved in motor vehicle crashes 

than are drug-free drivers, according to a federally 

sponsored case-control study involving some 9,000 

participants. This is the first large-scale case-control study 

ever conducted in the United States. 

Colorado is making so much money from cannabis it's having to
give some back to citizens

By CHRISTOPHER HOOTON               February 3 2015  

http://www.independent.co.uk

Colorado's marijuana experiment has been an empirically 

rousing success thus far, with crime down and tourism up. 

Now the state has collected so much money in tax from 

sales of pot that it might be legally obliged to give some 

back.

http://www.bmahydroponics.com/
mailto:garden.wine@yahoo.ca
http://abcnews.go.com/US/federal-judge-regrets-55-year-marijuana-sentence/story?id=28869467
http://reason.com/blog/2015/02/18/marijuana-legalization-progress-in-us-sh
http://www.thedailychronic.net/2015/40849/marijuana-legalization-proposal-advances-in-new-mexico/
http://blog.norml.org/2015/02/09/federal-study-thc-positive-drivers-not-more-likely-to-be-involved-in-motor-vehicle-crashes/?utm_source=twitter&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=Federal+Study%3A+THC-Positive+Drivers+Not+More+Likely+To+Be+Involved+In+Motor+Vehicle+Crashes
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/americas/colorado-is-making-so-much-money-from-cannabis-its-having-to-give-some-back-to-citizens-10020466.html


347 Pido Rd. Unit #15
Peterborough, ON

Toll Free: 1-866-745-6868
Manufacturer of PHC Garden Products

PETERBOROUGH

CENTER

Advertise
at

Contact Casper Leitch
Casper@Time4Hemp.com 

1-317-489-9257

• • Joint Conversations  Issue 10, 20157

Bed & Breakfast

Rustic Camping

Tamworth, Ontario
CANADA

(613) 358-9375

Medical marijuana: Federal Court to decide who has the right to grow
CBC News      Feb 23 2015       http://www.cbc.ca

A constitutional challenge of Canada's new medical 

marijuana laws got underway Monday morning in Federal 

Court in Vancouver.  The case centres on whether patients 

can grow their own pot for medicinal purposes.

Marijuana may be even safer than previously thought,
researchers say
By Christopher Ingraham                           February 3 2015

http://www.washingtonpost.com

Compared with other recreational drugs — including alcohol 

— marijuana may be even safer than previously thought. 

And researchers may be systematically underestimating 

risks associated with alcohol use.

Why does pot give you the munchies? U.S. researchers
find an answer
By SHARON BEGLEY   Reuters           Feb 18 2015  

http://www.theglobeandmail.com

If recent laws legalizing marijuana in more U.S. states also 

boost sales of potato chips and brownies, scientists will 

know why: A study in mice published on Wednesday found, 

unexpectedly, that the active ingredients in pot essentially 

make appetite-curbing regions of the brain reverse 

functions.

House hears testimony on legalizing marijuana-based products
for medical use

By Tim Carpenter          February 17 2015    

http://www.hutchnews.com

Kiley Klug and her son, Owen, had front row seats Tuesday 

to absorb Kansas law enforcement leadership's 

denunciation of legislation authorizing consumption of a 

marijuana-based oil by children suffering dozens or 

hundreds of seizures a day.

Study Reveals Cannabis Significantly Reduces
Neuropathic Pain
By Marie Veksler          February 14 2015   

https://www.whaxy.com 

A study published in the The Journal of Pain: Official Journal 

of the American Pain Society found that low-doses of 

vaporized cannabis provide significant improvement for 

neuropathic pain sufferers. The study, a double-blind 

crossover, was placebo-controlled, and tested the efficacy 

of cannabis to treat the neuropathic pain of patients who 

were not responding to traditional treatments.

http://www.freedomfieldsnaturistranch.com/
http://www.peterboroughhydroponics.com/
http://time4hemp.com/advertise-with-time-4-hemp/
http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/british-columbia/medical-marijuana-federal-court-to-decide-who-has-the-right-to-grow-1.2967245
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/wonkblog/wp/2015/02/23/marijuana-may-be-even-safer-than-previously-thought-researchers-say/
http://www.theglobeandmail.com//life/health-and-fitness/health/why-does-pot-give-you-the-munchies-us-researchers-find-an-answer/article23044381/?cmpid=rss1&click=sf_globe
http://www.hutchnews.com/news/local_state_news/house-hears-testimony-on-legalizing-marijuana-based-products-for-medical/article_2f8fc467-ca08-55e7-a93d-e6b0373d1e06.html#.VOTEEhmTb9c.twitter
https://www.whaxy.com/learn/marijuana-treatment-neuropathic-pain
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Sativa Magazine

(@sativamagazine)

2/12/15, 9:00 AM

“When I was a kid I 

inhaled frequently. 

That was the point.”

Barack Obama

Federal Judge May Declare Pot's Classification As Schedule 1
Narcotic Unconstitutional

By: Barry Donegan       Feb 13, 2015

Judge Kimberly J. Mueller of the Sacramento Division of the 

United States District Court for the Eastern District of 

California just made some comments in court that signal 

that she might be preparing to declare marijuana's 

classification as a Schedule 1 narcotic unconstitutional.

Pot Could Save Your Life: 4 Ways Cannabis is Good for Your Brain

By Dana Larsen, Cannabis Culture   February 16 2015  

http://www.cannabisculture.com

CANNABIS CULTURE - Modern research is showing that 

cannabis extracts protect and benefit the human brain. 

Here's four amazing ways scientists are showing that 

cannabis actually helps to keep your brain safe from 

disease, dementia and even death!

5 Diseases You Never Knew Marijuana Could Fight or Potentially Cure

By Sean Williams     February 8, 2015

To say there's been a dramatic shift in sentiment toward 

marijuana over the past decade is an understatement. In 

just one decade, the American public went from opposing 

the legalization of marijuana by a margin of three to one to 

favoring its legalization by nearly a three-to-two margin, 

according to statistics from research firm Gallup.

Possible use of medical marijuana for depression

University at Buffalo   February 4, 2015

http://www.sciencedaily.com

Scientists at the University at Buffalo's Research Institute on 

Addictions (RIA) are studying chronic stress and 

depression, with a focus on endocannabinoids, which are 

brain chemicals similar to substances in marijuana.

Congressional Medical Marijuana Bill Focuses on Access for Veterans

By Kris Hermes         February 3, 2015  

http://www.thedailychronic.net

WASHINGTON, DC –U.S. House Representatives Earl 

Blumenauer (D-OR) and eight bipartisan Congressional 

cosponsors introduced the “Veterans Equal Access Act” 

today, marking a concerted federal effort to allow our 

country's veterans to become medical marijuana patients in 

states where it's legal.

http://time4hemp.com/joint-conversations/
http://www.kdkwholesale.ca/
http://benswann.com/federal-judge-may-declare-pots-classification-as-schedule-1-narcotic-unconstitutional/
http://www.cannabisculture.com/content/2015/02/16/Pot-Could-Save-Your-Life-4-Ways-Cannabis-Good-Your-Brain
http://www.fool.com/investing/general/2015/02/08/5-diseases-you-never-knew-marijuana-could-fight-or.aspx#commentsBoxAnchor
http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2015/02/150204163012.htm
http://www.thedailychronic.net/2015/40374/congressional-medical-marijuana-bill-focuses-on-access-for-veterans/
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UberFacts 

(@UberFacts)

2/11/15, 4:47 AM

Monthly, there are about 

7.6 million tweets about 

marijuana, and there 

are 15 pro-pot tweets 

for every anti-pot tweet.

Mississippi House Bill Would Legalize Industrial Hemp,
Effectively Nullify Federal Ban
By Shane Trejo          January 26, 2015       

http://blog.tenthamendmentcenter.com

A Mississippi state house bill would authorize the farming, 

production, and sale of industrial hemp in the state, 

effectively nullifying the federal prohibition on the same 

once put into effect. House Bill 562 (HB562) was introduced 

on Jan. 19 by State Rep. David Baria (D-122). 

Year of Hope for Hemp
By CYNTHIA THIELEN             FEBRUARY 10, 2015    

http://www.civilbeat.com

Seventy-seven years have passed and the full potential for 

hemp production in the United States has remained 

dormant. Popular Magazine's billion dollar estimate in 1938 

calculates to $16.3 trillion today. The United States is the 

largest buyer of hemp worldwide for clothing, food, building 

materials, and more and imported $36.9 million of hemp 

products in 2013.  

Oregon Adopts Rules Allowing Industrial Hemp Crops
By Reuters February 3 2015  http://www.thedailychronic.net

PORTLAND, OR — Oregon farmers could plant the state's 

first industrial hemp crop this spring, a full year before 

businesses expect to start growing marijuana for 

recreational use, a state official said on Tuesday. Farmers 

can grow the hemp in exchange for a $1,500 licensing fee 

and testing to confirm their crop does not possess enough 

intoxicating chemicals to get people high.

Hemp, a casualty of marijuana prohibition
By REBECCA GOURLEY                Feb 5, 2015    

http://www.maplevalleyreporter.com

Hemp is neither a drug nor a hallucinogen, but it's still 

considered a controlled substance by the federal 

government. However, a combination of new federal and 

state laws passed in the last year could eliminate 

restrictions on growing hemp in Washington.

Industrial hemp bill introduced in House

By Whitney Burdette           February 18, 2015  

http://blogs.charlestondailymail.com

Legislation seeking to expand the list of people licensed to 

produce industrial hemp has been introduced in the state 

House of Delegates.Delegates Jeff Eldridge, D-Lincoln; 

Larry Williams, D-Preston; Stephen Skinner, D-Jefferson; 

Jim Butler, R-Mason; Justin Marcum, D-Mingo; and Don 

Perdue, D-Wayne are listed as sponsors of House Bill 2807, 

which would allow more people to grow the product for 

industrial purposes.

http://greentreeeco.ca/
mailto:thingsinfo@rogers.com
http://www.thc-foundation.org/
http://blog.tenthamendmentcenter.com/2015/01/mississippi-house-bill-would-legalize-industrial-hemp/
http://www.civilbeat.com/2015/02/year-of-hope-for-hemp/
http://www.thedailychronic.net/2015/40398/oregon-adopts-rules-allowing-industrial-hemp-crops/
http://www.maplevalleyreporter.com/news/290806051.html
http://blogs.charlestondailymail.com/capitolnotebook/2015/02/18/industrial-hemp-bill-introduced-in-house/
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Cannaflour

By WeedChefs.com

The classic cannaflour recipe using 

decarboxylation. This is often substituted for a 

portion of the flour normally called for in a recipe.

PREP: 5 mins

COOK: 20 mins

READY IN: 25 mins

INGREDIENTS

cannabis - good bud is best

INSTRUCTIONS

Grind cannabis in blender or coffee grinder until 

fine fine. Shake and rub it through sieve or use a 

sifter to remove any remaining larger particles. 

Cannaflour

Bake powdered cannabis on foil lined baking 

sheet at 230º for 25 min. This process 

decarboxilates the cannabis changing inactive 

THCA to active THC.

Cannabis Roasted Turkey 

Breast with Canna Gravy

By WeedChefs.com
A foolproof cannabutter roasted 

turkey breast- no innards, necks 

or dark meat- with a wonderful 

creamy gravy using cannaflour. Not just for Thanksgiving!

YIELD: 1 turkey breast (8 Servings)

PREP: 5 mins             COOK: 20-25/ lb mins

READY IN: 2 hrs 25 mins

A foolproof cannabis basted turkey breast with a beautiful 

cannabis gravy

INGREDIENTS

1 turkey breast fresh or frozen,1/2 C cannabutter chilled,

1/4 C flour, 1/8 C cannaflour, 2 C milk, 1/2 t salt, 1/2 t black 

pepper freshly ground

INSTRUCTIONS

Rinse and pat dry thawed or fresh turkey breast. Put in 

roasting pan and place chilled cannabutter on top. 

Bake @ 350º for 20-25 minutes per 

pound. Check that the internal 

temperature reads 165º F. Remove 

turkey to carving platter to rest while 

making gravy.

On stove top over medium-high heat, scrape drippings 

from bottom of roasting pan working in flour and cannaflour 

with back of a fork creating a smooth roux (add additional 

cannabutter if desired). 

Gradually add milk, more or less than 2 cups, whisking 

constantly to desired consistency. The longer it cooks, the 

more milk will need to be whisked in.

http://weedchefs.com/cannaflour/
http://weedchefs.com/cannaflour/
http://weedchefs.com
http://weedchefs.com/
http://weedchefs.com/cannabis-roasted-turkey-breast-with-canna-gravy/
http://weedchefs.com/cannabis-roasted-turkey-breast-with-canna-gravy/
http://weedchefs.com/cannabis-roasted-turkey-breast-with-canna-gravy/
http://www.thebudcomics.com/
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Prisoner of the Month: Craig Cesal
BY CHERI SICARD     OCTOBER 3RD, 2014

When Craig Cesal heard the judge condemn him to a 

sentence of life without the possibility of parole, he felt relief. 

Despite the ludicrous prosecution he had just endured, 

Cesal thought there was no possible way a judge on appeal 

could ever let a first time offender, who did nothing more 

than repair trucks that had been used to transport marijuana, serve a life sentence. 

Craig Cesal was wrong.

Cesal co-owned a company that towed and repaired semi-trucks. The company was usually hired by leasing 

companies to retrieve abandoned and damaged trucks. Some of the trucks he was called on to retrieve had been used 

to smuggle drugs.

It is for this behavior, and this behavior alone, that Craig Cesal earned his life sentence.

Difficult as it may be to believe, that is how conspiracy laws in this country work.

The truck Cesal recovered had no marijuana in it when he was called to retrieve it – that cargo had been seized at the 

Mexican border while en route to North Carolina while Cesal was still at home in Chicago. Nonetheless, he was 

charged with "Conspiracy to Distribute" marijuana in violation of Title 21 USC 846, 841(a)(1) and (b)(1)(A).

Cesal was indicted with eight other people who received sentences ranging from 60 months to 130 months (for those 

that had prior convictions). The drivers from the trucking company who "cooperated" by telling agents that Cesal was 

in on conspiracy, never spent a day in prison, nor did they have to give up their illegal gains, despite the fact that they 

never gave official testimony or signed statements. But the Chicago truck mechanic with no prior felony convictions, 

who fought against conviction and took it trial because he knew he had not done anything wrong, remains behind bars 

where he will spend the rest of his life and where he will die if he does not receive a sentence commutation.

Legal Misdoings

Craig Cesal was arrested in Gainesville, Georgia on March 23, 2002 when he went to retrieve an abandoned truck. He 

was held "incommunicado," meaning without access to a phone, mail or his lawyer.

Prior to the trip, Craig had called a number at the leasing company to get directions to the abandoned truck. Craig was 

unaware he was actually speaking to an undercover DEA officer posing as an employee of the leasing company. That 

agent asked Craig to meet with him to join in the "Sun Hill venture." Sun Hill Trucking owned the abandoned truck.

Craig refused, telling the agent that he would NOT become involved with Sun Hill operations, that we did not trust 

them, and that his interests and activities were strictly limited to servicing trucks.

Based on that conversation, federal authorities obtained an arrest warrant and later an indictment by alleging that the 

conversation showed Craig knew of the marijuana distribution scheme.

Government agents located Craig's long estranged father, who Craig had not seen for decades following a family 

schism. Charles Cesal agreed to assist the government in any way that would result in his son Craig Cesal's 

imprisonment.

Charles Cesal paid $25,000 to attorney William Morrison. The prosecutor obtained a court order that Craig must be 

represented by Morrison in order to protect the government's ongoing marijuana sting operation. When Craig 

threatened Morrison with a lawsuit, he resigned. Charles Cesal then hired former prosecutor Craig Gillen.

Craig was confident if the recordings of his conversations with the undercover DEA agent, where he that disavowed 

his involvement, could be played for the jury he would be cleared. Once the jury was selected, however, Gillen 

informed him that he and the prosecutor had erased all recordings between Craig and federal agents.

According to Craig Cesal, Gillen's accountant/investigator met with Sun Hill Trucking principles. They paid Gillen (who 

was supposedly Craig's defense attorney) $75,000 to protect them from any potential allegations Craig might make to 

reduce his sentencing exposure.  Gillen also secured a deal with the prosecutor that the government would not seize 

Craig's business or other assets and that, providing he made no effort to undermine the government's case, Gillen 

himself could keep them.

http://www.marijuana.com/news/2014/10/prisoner-of-the-month-craig-cesal/
http://www.marijuana.com/news/2014/10/prisoner-of-the-month-craig-cesal/
http://www.marijuana.com/news/2014/10/prisoner-of-the-month-craig-cesal/
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Left with no defense, Craig panicked and plead "guilty," albeit without 

admitting guilt. Later that day, he motioned the court to withdraw that plea, 

citing Gillen's conflicting interests in being hired by others, and that his 

actions did not constitute the guilt of the charge.  It took the threat of playing 

an incriminating conversation of Gillen in court, to finally get him removed 

as counsel.

The next attorney hired by Craig's father attempted to have Craig declared 

"mentally disabled and unable to communicate" in order to steal his assets. 

While the court issued an order to sell Craig's home, a court appointed 

psychologist found Craig Cesal sane and stable. (Side note: Craig's 

children never received any payment from the sale.)

The court denied the withdrawal of Craig's guilty plea and he was sentenced to life imprisonment, without the 

possibility of parole, for conspiracy to possess marijuana with the Sun Hill Company. It was his first and only felony 

conviction.

To no avail, Cesal has subsequently challenged the legality of his conviction and sentence, since it was heavily 

influenced by attorneys who could steal his assets if he were convicted, which he was and which they did.

 Even though Craig Cesal is serving a life sentence because he was convicted of a "marijuana crime," the government 

never alleged he ever had anything to do with marijuana. Craig Cesal did not buy, sell, grow, possess or even smoke 

marijuana, yet he received a sentence of life without the possibility of parole. His appeals and habeas petitions are 

exhausted. His last remaining hope lies with Presidential clemency.

 How You Can Help

Craig asks that supporters sign the petition started by his advocates, asking for President Obama to grant group 

clemency to nonviolent drug offenders serving life sentences (support the Change.org petition), and to periodically 

check out his website, www.FreeCraigCesal.com, or Facebook page, for news and updates and how you can help 

with letters of support for new appeals and release efforts.

Craig loves getting cards and letters from supporters. Write to him here: Craig Cesal #52948-019 

FCI GREENVILLE P.O. BOX 5000 GREENVILLE, IL 62246

Want to help more? Here's how to put money directly onto a prisoner's books -- no middle man, all contributions go 

directly to the prisoner – to be used for phone calls, email, legal expenses, food, personal hygiene items, etc.:

Send a postal money order (yes it must be a POSTAL money order or the Bureau of Prisons will not accept it) to: 

Federal Bureau of Prisons Inmate Name, Inmate Register Number (in this case Craig Cesal #52948-019) 

Post Office Box 474701 Des Moines, Iowa 50947-0001

or go to Western Union (westernunion.com) and find the link on the bottom of the page "send money to an inmate."

Article can be found at http://www.marijuana.com/news/2014/10/prisoner-of-the-month-craig-cesal/

Manuel Guzmán……….was born in Madrid (1963) and took his BSc (1986) and PhD 

(1990) in Biology from Madrid Complutense University. He is presently Full Professor 

of Biochemistry and Molecular Biology at that university. His PhD and postdoctoral 

research focused on the study of the regulation of liver and brain lipid metabolism. 

During the last dozen years he has been mostly 

involved in the study of how the active components 

of cannabis (the cannabinoids) act in the body, with 

especial emphasis on the molecular mechanisms of 

that action and on understanding how cannabinoids control cell generation and 

death. This work has allowed characterizing new effects and signalling pathways 

evoked by cannabinoids, as well as putting forward new physiopathological 

implications derived from them.

Go to Google and Youtube to learn more about Dr. Guzman

http://www.marijuana.com/news/2014/10/prisoner-of-the-month-craig-cesal/
http://www.marijuana.com/news/2014/10/prisoner-of-the-month-craig-cesal/
https://www.google.ca/webhp?sourceid=chrome-instant&ion=1&espv=2&ie=UTF-8#q=manuel%20guzman
https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=Dr+manuel+guzman
http://www.bbm1.ucm.es/cannabis/manuelguzmaninicio_en.htm
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Meet the Time4Hemp

Network Hosts

IHEMP RADIO

Every Tuesday at 6:00 – 7:00 p.m. (PST)

Host: Prof. Anndrea Hermann, M.Sc.

Anndrea Hermann is from Joplin, Missouri but is now 

based in Manitoba Canada. She earned her MSc in 

Hemp Fibre Agronomy at the University of Manitoba, a 

B.GS in Hemp Ecolonomics at Missouri Southern State 

University, is a Canadian Independent Professional 

Agrologist and an Authorized Health Canada Hemp 

Sampler. Anndrea is the President of the Hemp 

Industries Association (USA), Special Committee 

Member the Canadian Hemp Trade Alliance and is the 

owner of The Ridge International Cannabis Consulting, 

Hemp Technologies (Canada) and is an Instructor at 

Oregon State University WSE266 Industrial Hemp. 

With over 15 years experience in the Canadian & International Hemp Cannabis industry, she has a wide 

range of interdisciplinary skills. Cannabis is part of her “final vocabulary”.

To be a guest, an advertize, a sponsor, or submit music - Fill out this form

Contact:  Prof. Anndrea Hermann, M.Sc., B.GS.,P.Ag

In/co: The Ridge International Cannabis Consulting

P.O. Box 484 Kleefeld, MB  R0A 0V0  Canada

Tel/Fax : (204) 377-4417 

Email: 

Skype: anndreahemp

Twitter: @ihempradio

Twitter: @Anndrea4hemp

iHemp Radio Website - 

ihempradio@gmail.com

http://ihempradio.com/

http://time4hemp.com/anndrea-hermann-ihemp-radio/?doing_wp_cron=1426429194.9276020526885986328125
http://time4hemp.com/anndrea-hermann-ihemp-radio/?doing_wp_cron=1426429194.9276020526885986328125
mailto:ihempradio@gmail.com
http://ihempradio.com/
http://time4hemp.com/current-hosts/
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A Sociological Analysis of Cannabis 
Legalization in Canada
Written by Onya Ganja - Feminists on drugs. Writing about 

stuff.

Originally posted on August 11, 2013 

When I first began studying the Sociology of Cannabis in 

Canada, I was a Medical Cannabis Advocate who wanted 

to stop the proposed changes to the Medical Marijuana Access Regulations (MMAR). 

Well, the changes to the MMAR are official now and I have officially changed as well. Now I 

care about legalization more than anything else as legalization is the only way to ensure 

Canadians have access to this safe and effective medication.

Sociology is the scientific study of society and there are four central sociological 

perspec t ives :  S t ruc tu ra l  Func t iona l i sm,  Conf l i c t  Theory,  Symbol ic  

Interactionist/Interpretive Theory and Feminist/Anti-Racist/Intersectionality Theory (Clarke, 2012).

Structural Functionalism sees everything in society, from gangs to the criminal justice system, as having a function 

that serves society as a whole. Using this theory … I guess I could see Cannabis Prohibition as a way to maintain the 

dominance of certain powerful groups, mainly through the invalidation of Cannabis as a medicine (which protects big 

pharma) and by filling up the jails to support the criminal justice system. There is comfort in controlled chaos which 

could be the function of the War on Drugs.

Conflict Theory comes from Marxist ideology about there being different classes in society which are at odds with 

each other. Opposing classes are highlighted in prohibition as it has always victimized those of low socioeconomic 

status the most.

Symbolic Interactionist/Interpretive Theory is a bit complicated but it essentially looks at how people, through their 

interaction with society decide what things mean to them and construct their reality through their experiences. So this 

relates to the topic of Cannabis in the sense that all the stigma attached to cannabis has been socially constructed, 

largely with the help of anti-drug propaganda.

All of our ideas about life, gender, sexuality, drugs and race are socially constructed. So what it means to be lady-like 

and the notion that “stoners” are lazy, are not inherent human thoughts but are ideas we've developed with the help of 

our interaction with society and the institutions of social control which perpetuate ideologies.

Feminist/Anti-Racist/Intersectionality Theories are in my opinion the most useful when looking at Cannabis and 

society. Feminist theory looks at how the male-dominated world constructs our realities. The institution of medicine is 

deeply connected to a long history of patriarchy and is one of the main institutions that is halting the progress of the 

legalization movement. Anti-Racist Theory should be applied to the analysis of Cannabis Prohibition as racism was 

one of the greatest factors in the prohibition of this drug in the first place. Cannabis prohibition campaigners were 

racist towards African-American jazz musicians and people who immigrated from Mexico. Now racial minorities are 

consistently over represented in the criminal justice system which some see as a continuation of slavery and is largely 

possible due to the War on Drugs.

A feminist lense should also be used when looking for the solution to Cannabis Prohibition as women were extremely 

instrumental in both the beginning and end of alcohol prohibition. This is why I suggest all women who support the 

Cannabis legalization movement should join NORML and/or the NORML Women's Alliance of Canada.

What exactly is an institution of social control? The media, government, criminal justice system, religion, education 

and medicine are all institutions of social control. I think Big Pharma, rather than being a sub-institution of medicine, is 

actually more powerful than all the above mentioned institutions put together. Even back in 2003 sales from some 

pharmaceutical products amounted to more than the gross national product of many developing countries (Busfield, 

2006: 297).

The three main institutions of social control that are dominate in current Canadian Prohibition of Cannabis are: the 

criminal justice system, the institution of medicine and the Canadian Government. These three institutions all 

contribute to the current oppressive drug laws that negatively impact our country.

So let's look at how we can take some of the power back.

Within the criminal justice system activists can form alliances with local law enforcement detachments, increase 

http://stonergirlsguide.com/?s=A+Sociological+Analysis+of+Cannabis+Legalization+in+Canada
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FREE VAPORIZER GIVEAWAY!!
The rules are simple:
1) Financially impossible for you to purchase your own.
2) You must be 21 years of age or older.
3) Legitimate medical users only.
4) Write or email 100 word story detailing why you should be a recipient.
5) Provide a photo and documentation necessary to support your request.
6) If chosen, you may have your photo & a short reason why you were selected
    published.

Please note that I expect to have a lot of inquiries so only the most in need 
please apply.

Herbal Aire, KDK Distributors, Time4Hemp & Joint Conversations wish you well!!

Kelly KDK Distributors
Free Vaporizer
22 Anaheim Bay N.E.,
Calgary, Alberta CANADA
T1Y 7E2
kelly@kdkwholesale.ca

awareness of organizations such as Law Enforcement Against Prohibition, and through court appeals such as in the 
R vs Mernagh case.
Within the institution of medicine activists can challenge individual medical foundations, such as the Crohn's & Colitis 
Foundation of Canada, or larger entities such as the Canadian Medical Association. Letter writing campaigns and 
public demonstrations are options to challenge these organizations and their conservative stance on Medical 
Cannabis.
This week Dr. Sanjay Gupta publicly announced on CNN the reasons why he has changed his opinion on cannabis 
and it will be interesting to see in the coming weeks if more doctors with powerful voices come forward with similar 
statements. Find Dr. Sanjay Gupta's full statement here — “Why I changed my mind on weed.”
Within the political system we can all meet with our Members of Parliament to discuss this issue and support The 
Liberal Party of Canada — which has recently decided to add ending Cannabis Prohibition to their platform. If you 
don't have the energy to volunteer for the Liberal Party an easy way to support them is by signing their legalization 
petition.
Threat and opportunity are key to the success of any social movement. I think with the changes to the Medical 
Marijuana Access Regulations we have a threat and with The Liberal Party's support of legalization and statements 
from people like Dr. Sanjay Gupta, more than ever we now have an opportunity to propel the Cannabis Legalization 
Movement forward with opportunities for ideological and political change.
Here is more about threats, opportunities and social movements …
Framing a social movement is another important step and all the successful social movements I have studied, such 
as the Civil Rights Movement, have used a Human Rights Frame. Cannabis Prohibition is most certainly stopping 
many researchers from further exploring its use and patients from benefiting from its medicinal properties (Grant et 
al., 2012). ”Patients have a right to all beneficial treatments and to deny them this violates their basic human rights” 
(Clark et al., 2011). The combination of Cannabis Prohibition and a decidedly unsupportive Canadian Medical 
Association prevents patients from accessing this medication.
In summation, legalizing Cannabis is the only way to stop needless, complex and vast human suffering that results 
from the current prohibition. A human rights frame can be applied to the legalization movement and current threats 
and opportunities should both be used as a way to empower Canadians and rally supporters for the movement. 
Institutions of social control support the current prohibition should be considered and we should all do what we can to 
exert our control over these institutions by forcing them to reconsider their conservative stances on cannabis.
Also, let's all pray to Jah that Justin Trudeau gets a majority Government in two years and that he keeps his promise to 
challenge both Canadian and American Prohibitionists and make Cannabis legal — for all purposes.
Toke it easy and don't forget to …
http://stonergirlsguide.com/?s=A+Sociological+Analysis+of+Cannabis+Legalization+in+Canada

http://stonergirlsguide.com/?s=A+Sociological+Analysis+of+Cannabis+Legalization+in+Canada
http://stonergirlsguide.com/?s=A+Sociological+Analysis+of+Cannabis+Legalization+in+Canada
mailto:kelly@kdkwholesale.ca
http://www.herbalaire.com/
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JOINT CONVERSATIONS

Why being a
podcast sponsor

is good for business

‘Time 4 Hemp' made its debut Jan 5th 1991, with Casper Leitch as the host. Over the next 23 years this series has 

blossomed into a Global Broadcasting Network featuring amazing activists, radio hosts, writers, producers and 

litigation experts who have come together in one voice denouncing marijuana prohibition.  Advertising with this 

team has tremendous benefits!

There has never been a more important time to invest in the Cannabis Movement than today, with Time 4 Hemp. 

This network has the power, through mainstream broadcasting on iHeartRadio, along with the HIGH QUALITY 

production with the all-star lineup, to reach over 10.5 million registered iHeartRadio users and syndicated 

listening channels around the world.

If you are looking for an explosive opportunity to talk to your key audience - then become a sponsor on our 

broadcasting network.  We will create the perfect advertising package that offers the most traction for your 

campaign. In such an historic time, the companies, individuals and organizations who advertise on Time 4 Hemp 

will have their voices heard and their support made clear as we aggressively expand our global audience. Your 

dollars will help put these social icons and their programs on this network in front of millions of people and forever 

change the landscape of informed activism.  

Advertise at

Contact Casper Leitch
Casper@Time4Hemp.com 

1-317-489-9257

TIME 4 HEMP GLOBAL BROADCASTING NETWORK

http://time4hemp.com/advertise-with-time-4-hemp/
http://time4hemp.com/
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